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The flight of Dr. Gaertner, ef the Thurlosian se 
apparent vo De. Kuelz, marke beginning of « Russia: lepired 
intensive neu speet campaign acainst the LDP which culminated ae 
the articiv of 25 July in the Vaeeliche Rundsch it (LDOPFuehrung 
aus falschoa Wege). . : 


During the last few weeks Arthur Lieutenant. WHO g nogether with the 
state chairmey. is direeting LD? affairs temporaciLyy has tried 


repeatedly to ase Colonel Tal pany. er some other wigh-ranking 


Russian, official). Since no inturview was grante ad, the LDP gave. 
vent to their grievances in wriling, accusing the Yursians of having 


wilfully disregarded ‘the concessions granted a few moaths age by 
“Marshal Sokolovsl4 to Lievtenant and Kuelz in regard te 205 


to be pursued in the Xastern fone, This, Lieutenart Said, -¢ 
particularly tao the promise to review the matter of. yaque 
‘to the inereasing ‘throttl ing of sveivate eee) ey Favor 
AGs and socialized pleats, and t the unfair trea tnent of 
pers permease ee was pointed out that the GEN 
BVORPp UL la the Bastern 2OnG 
DUK. 3 A: noth: ne but the oxeentl ro are an or the SED. | 


“As a result of this Letter, vugsien kouenda tury De Me 

LDP agencies to endorse \the | ) Gworvear vlan. some oo the LDP 
state Leaders refused tol do &C anc demanded tha’ the iattes be dige . 
cussed by the. Berlin leaders and that they defize their stand, . Fel 
lowing a meeting of LDP lizaders , LN which the g.tuation was discugsed, 
the Russians, refused permission for the publiestion in the Soviet 

Zone of the resolubion taken--ninely, disappr/val of the teooyoss 

plan and of thé arbitrary! working methods of the DWK. In. addition, 


Fae 


Dr. Kastner, Yices-President of- che DWE, wag. asked jyy the Russiane 
to issue in the .ame-of tha LPP 4 aap tuterliant ‘to the es 


that the party i: in favor of che two-yeay plan. Sich a de 
was actually published in Der Morven by ceder of the SMA 
of objections raised by Lt teuteneni, Dr, Kastner who Lud 
regarded in Lp- elveles an a ts “vert. pre Bus ishan, even move ry 
to Russian wishes than Dr. Kielz tad me been re eke tad cha: 
of the LDP of Sex: Be owen 3 nls 

the DEK exclusively to the OMA inee. “be LDP, 
alweys been pap Goad _approsthed 
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The LDP Hauptausschuss was to meet in Leipzig 3 ~ 5 August for 

the purpose of discussing and making arrangements for the LDP Pasty 
¢gonvention to be held in Elsenach about two weeks later. However, 
in eonformity with a Russian order, the meeting will be held in 
the Russien Sector in Berlin instead of in Teipgig. The entire 
Volxsrat is scheduled to convene in Berlin on the same date, so 
that all those LDP officials who approve of the Russian policy may 
attend, Another reasoh is that it will be easier to justify the 
presence of br. Kastner in Berlin than it would be in Leipzig. in 
addition, the Russians wish the Gensecke group, which is their 
willing tool, to take part in the deliberations. 


The Russians realize that if elections were held at the present 
time, a large number cf votes would be cast against the SED, and 
for this reason, they are most anxious to suppress the autumn 
élections. Dr. Kastner is therefore expected to demand at the 
meeting in the name of the LDP, but actually by Russian request, 
that no elections be held this autumn, explaining that an election 
cannaign would interrupt and retard the political and econonie 
recovery program. 


The propaganda campaign of the National Democratic Party and of 
the Democratic Peasants Party has apparently reazshed the point 


where it would be possible to dissolve the old "pourgeois partie 3" 


by accusing them of working against the interest of the people 
(volksfeindlich). Nevertheless, the Russians intend to maintain 
the status quo fox the present time, feeling that it is of major 
importance that the fiction of a bdioc policy be maintained, while 
the SED is actually inereasing its domination of the political 
fleld. It is planned to label all opposition against the SED 
volicy “sabotege of the bloe policy" and to find ways and means 

to render the present recalcitrant LDP and CDU leaders ineffectual 
and harmless. 
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